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Another 
Camnaclhiam 
Winter 


by Chris Johnson 


If homeless people were an ethnic group, 
we could reasonably say that they are 
facing genocide. What else can you call 
the on-going effort to deprive them of their 
right to survive? 


A friend pointed out to me yesterday that 
out of 1500 homeless people in this city, 
over a hundred died last year, 
which translates to one in fifteen 
people on the street won’t make it. 
Those are really crappy odds and 
should make us leap into action. 
How soon can you build 1500 
supportive housing units? 


Let’s leap into action. If you 
want to see people respected and 
empowered, we now have access 
to a tool which will do so easily 
and dramatically. I call on the 
people of Victoria to help create 
tent cities to allow people to shelter $ 
themselves from the weather, and 
the uncertain financial climate. 


How about a tent city for 

women only? How about one for 
recovering alcoholics and addicts? 
How about one where people can choose 
how they want to help themselves, whether 
it means changing their lives or not? 


The possibilities are endless, the rewards 
include being part of a revolution to restore 
rights and indeed life to thousands of 
people all over this country. Let’s not sit 
back and wait for the tent cities to descend 
into chaos as they are attacked on all sides. 





Let’s create models that can be applied 
all across the country, something we can 
be proud of. We could be the first city to 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize. 


We cannot continue to let people die from 
our neglect. For too long I’ve watched 
citizens and politicians belly-ache and 
point fingers and come up with the most 
insignificant of band-aid solutions, 
completely ignoring dozens of studies that 
call for more supportive social housing, 
less shelters, and a decriminalization of the 
poor. Then I’ve watched them take away 
more rights, take away more supports and 
create further criminalization. Given this 
treatment, people have fought back for 

the right to live, to eat, to sleep, to keep 
themselves protected from the elements. 


+ i 


< 


se 
hy 





Tent cities save lives. Let people work 
together to save each others lives. You don’t 
have to help if you don’t want to, but do not 
interfere with a desperate group of people 
who just want to avoid freezing to death. 


We won a right to liberty with this charter 
challenge. We won the right to CHOOSE, 
and if we choose to put up a tent so that we 
can stay with our partners or have a measure 
of safety not available to us in the shelters, 
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we have that right. We also have the right 
to choose what we think is important and 
worth fighting for and worth causing a 
ruckus and getting our voices heard about. 


A tent city will SAVE the city money, it will 
save the province money, and it will goa 
long way to saving some of the millions that 
are spent on health care and policing among 
the homeless community. The money is 
already being spent, and the fact that people 
are not sheltered properly is causing them to 
be sick, straining the system. 





To those who oppose tent cities not on the 
grounds that they would rather people die 
(which is the end result of your opposition, 
whether you realize it or not), but on the 
grounds that they are concerned about 

the possibility of crime and waste, then 
join a community group 
working to create safe 
tent cities, demand that 
the needle exchange be 

a] reopened, demand more 

| affordable housing, 
demand more accessible 
healthcare, help your 
neighbours when they 
=E need it, and be careful 

= 4 what you say about 
homeless people, because 
a] the odds are increasing 
eq that this can be you one 
day. 
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Unless we can come up 
with a workable plan, 

we will see government 
run internment camps. 
With the governments’ promise of ending 
homelessness before the 2010 olympigs, 
there is a real fear of this possibility. And 
with the hiring of a seriously tough on street 
crime (to put it politely) new police chief, 
life on the streets is not scheduled to get 
much easier for many people any time soon. 


Send email to forestaction@ yahoo.ca if 
you'd like to help organize a structured 
tent city program in this city. 
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increasingly certain it’s not going to play itself out on this 
planet, though, since centuries pass and wars go on. 


Ultimately, who knows. All we can do, it seems, is live our 
little lives according to our values, hope to achieve our soul’s 
purpose, and wonder whether those with power will ever 
show they care about anything Lakes themselves. 
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are sleeping outside 
because we prefer to take care of ourselves. 





Tonight we have nowhere to go. Call us homeless 
or call us monks who have lost their monastery--we 
have no place to go. 


This is not a “protest.” We are not here because we 
want to get arrested; we are not here for fun or for a 
media show. We are here because the City of Victoria 
is routinely and systematically violating people’s 
basic right to take care of themselves. 





The shelter system is a holdover from the Poor 
Houses of the 18th and 19th century--whose purpose 
was to make being poor seem so unbelievable 
horrible that people would be scared into keeping 
their jobs as factory slaves. 


The homeless shelters as presently constituted are 
horrible by design--serving food designed to make 
people sick, and offering rest designed to make 
people restless. Why? Well because if decent food 
and safe shelter were free, then no one would feel 
compelled to work a bad job for low wages in order 
to avoid ending up--like that bum over there. So 

the “we’ll take care of you” model sold to us by 
proponents of the welfare state is, by conscious 
intention or not, an instrument of social control. 


It seems that the City of Victoria can, at will and 
without respect for the law, authorize the police to 
arrest people, seize their property, put them through 
the distress of imprisonment, only to drop the charges 
before anyone has a chance to have the case heard 
before a judge. The city, it seems to me, is afraid of 
having the case heard by a judge, lest their illegal 
activities come to light. My view is that it is not ok 

to harass people on the basis of so-called ‘policies’ of 
very dubious legal standing; it is not ok for the city to 
snub its nose at the B.C. Supreme Court decision. 


Proponents of the view that everything can and 
should be either bought or sold have hoarded up 
nearly every last corner of this god-given planet, 
such that any notion of a “commons”--a free place 
for the public to go--has all but disappeared. The 
marketplace has usurped the commons. And the City 
no longer serves the people because it has to cater 

to the interests of the marketplace. The Chamber of 
Commerce has set up shop on the Commons. This 

is not new news and it is not a situation peculiar 

to Victoria. It is a worldwide situation, only I 

must address it here where I am in this particular 
situation (which expresses the general global trend 
for Business to buy up every last corner of Planet 
Earth only to sell it back to us at a price few of us 
can afford.) Make no mistake about it, I am homeless 
because the world is homeless. 





Just yesterday I spoke to a man who was about 

to meet with his bankruptcy advisor--an ordinary, 
middle-class man whose fortunes turned. He 
mentioned that he might just find himself on the street 
soon enough. There are lots of people like him, on 

the edge and just barely hanging on, and there will 

be more and more as our economy enters into what 
may be the most severe economic downturn since the 
Great Depression. 


In an ideal world, we may be able to “end 
homelessness.” But in this world, as it exists right 
now, there are homeless people. Might we consider 
giving them a bit of rest? Might we consider listening 


I] Kristen’s 


by Kristen Woodrutt 


letting them provide the rudimentary shelter that is 
necessary to stay alive outside in this climate? Not to 
do so constitutes a deprivation of life. These people 
have already lost everything they have - is City 
Council really going to stick to the view that they 
should enforce policies that deprive them of the last 
thing they’ve got--their life? 


I met briefly with Ken Kelly, the head of the 
Downtown Victoria Business Association, before the 
Christmas Tree lighting Ceremony. He was concerned 
that the tents would still be there, and that it might 
send a signal to the whole country that the City of 
Victoria doesn’t have control of its citizenry--and that 
the economy here is in very bad shape. Which it is. 

I assured him that we are not in centennial square to 
cause an unnecessary stir, only to, at last, have the 
viewpoint of homeless tenters heard by the city--and 
not brushed aside, or ignored, or skewed by the Hand 
of Corporate media. 





The City insisted that this wasn’t good enough-- 

and sent in a host of bylaw enforcement officers 

and police men to make sure we were out of there 

by 9 am. On the authority of the city’s ‘bylaw 
enforcement policy’ restricting tents to the hours 
between 7 pm and 7 am, the bylaw officers issued 
several $100 tickets for “constructing a temporary 
structure without a permit.” They then arrested David 
Arthur Johnston and Tavis Dodds, on the charge of 
“continuing to disobey a bylaw.” They didn’t seem to 
want to arrest me or anyone else who, like Johnston 
and Dodds, maintained that the officers had no 
authority to enforce the 7 pm to 7 am policy. They did 
give me a $100 ticket for the lit candle I had in front 
of me during the whole proceedings. 


Just when we thought it was over, we heard a 
scuffle. The police were loading all the goods into 

a truck. They took just about everything we had--- 
tents, sleeping bags, food, winter jackets, blankets. 
Leaving me and most of the other campers with only 
the clothes on our backs. All this after we had quite 
willingly agreed to leave centennial square by noon 
so that Ken Kelly and the DVBA could host their 
Christmas tree lighting ceremony that night. Mine or 
yours or theirs, our stuff was, yet again, carted off to 
the abyss of the Police Department. Never to be seen 
again, most likely. People without a fixed address 
rarely get anything back from the police. 





The police claimed to be acting on the authority of 
the city’s ‘bylaw enforcement policy.’ We claimed 

at the time of the arrest, as we do now, that the 
‘bylaw enforcement policy’ has no authority in 

light of Madam Justice Ross’s recent ruling which 
declared the city’s regulations prohibiting homeless 
people from erecting temporary shelters to be 
unconstitutional. The mainstream media and the City 
have been doing all they can to obscure those facts. 





Since the arrest there has been growing public 
awareness over the facts of the matter. Unfortunately, 
as of the present moment, the city has not corrected 
its (quite apparently) illegal actions. There has been 
no public announcement that the relevant bylaw 
enforcement policy will be repealed, nor have any of 
us received a formal apology for the false arrests. 


So we were back to nothing again. The police and the 
City can’t take away anything real---they can steal 
our stuff, imprison our friends, neglect the rule of law. 
No big deal. Love is forever. Life outlives the prisons 
and the grave. Or as a young man who was released 
from police cells early this morning and came by the 
camp for a rest said--’” When you are free in here--” he 
gestured at his heart--’then you can be free, even in 
there [in jail].” 





Every day for a week people came into the camp in 
centennial square sharing stories of how the police 
stole all their stuff, beat them up, drove them out of 
city limits, or a combination of the three. I had no 
idea it was as bad as it is. 


When we returned to centennial square around 5 p.m., 
the square was full of people celebrating the opening 
of the Christmas shopping season, courtesy of the 
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DVBA. Christmas Carols played on loudspeakers. 
The space under the tree that had served as our home 
for four days was empty. No room in the inn and even 
the manger is off limits. 


I ran into constable Jamie Pierce, one of the 
policemen who was most keen to see us removed 
from centennial square. I had just seen him at the 
Courthouse, where he told me “well, you had your 
little time,”--waving his hands in the air and wiggling 
his fingers--”’and now it’s over.” Greeting me, he said 
“So what are you doing here, Kristen?” I said, “I’m 
celebrating the Christmas season with my neighbours, 
just like you, Jamie.” 


We hadn’t been there five minutes when a kind 
woman came by with a bag full of sandwiches for 
us--she had seen us on the news and was inspired 
to help. Hot on her trail was a security guard 
working for the City, who threatened to call bylaw 
enforcement if we didn’t all move along. Merry 
Christmas, hey? But a little later another security 
guard came by, shook my hand, and gave me a tiny 
music box. Yes, Merry Christmas. 


With one security guard’s warning and another’s 
sweet gift, we moved along, each, eventually, in their 
own direction, but not before running into a man who 
gave me his tent and blanket. He and his girlfriend 
were sleeping in a doorway, he said, and so they 
wouldn’t need their tent for awhile. 


The community that had been building a home 
together was, yet again, divided by the City and its 
laws. What the City and its laws don’t know is that 
no amount of apparent division can ever divide us. 
We are a community bonded by love and by life 
and, no, you can’t take that away, even if you do 
everything in your power to drive us apart. 


All I ask of the city is that they hold an open, 
publicized consultation with representatives from the 
large group of Victorians who are sleeping outside, 

in which we determine, together, how to interpret 
Justice Ross’s ruling in a way that serves the highest 
good of all parties involved. I am not here to take 
over the parks or to cause a public disturbance. I am 
here because this country’s ever-growing homeless 
population are our very own refugees and we deserve 
what refugees in even the most impoverished war torn 
countries get---the right to erect simple, temporary 
shelters. The B.C. Supreme Court agrees, but the City 
of Victoria doesn’t. 


I want to support Dean Fortin and the rest of city 
council in their position as rulers of this city--by 
“support” I mean honouring the authority they have 
as our elected representatives. I really do. But I 
cannot support their presumption that it is O.K. to 
enforce the 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. restriction on tenting in 
parks; I cannot support their decision to contravene 
the Supreme Court’s decision. At this stage the 
support I can offer to City Council is to invite them, 
once again, to TALK TO US about how we can all 
live together---and to make this talk a public event; 
1.e. widely publicized in the media. 


As it stands, the mayor and city council are ignoring 
our invitation to dialogue, and are subjecting us to 
illegal laws--and by “us” I don’t just mean myself 
and the others arrested in association with past Tent 
City events. I mean all of the people in Victoria--and 
indeed across Canada---who, every morning, are 
asked, in contravention of their constitutional right to 
shelter, to pack up and move along. 


The average homeless person in Victoria, and indeed 
across Canada, is made a refugee a hundred times 
over every week---asked to move along and move 
along and move along again, hauling their belongings 
(the ones the the police don’t take) with them every 
where they go. I won’t move along, and I hope by not 
moving along the City of Victoria will be inspired to 
stop forcing everyone else to move along. 


Kristen Woodruff is a Dalhousie graduate who's 
spent the last several years living simply, studying 
yoga, meditating, and bunking down with friends in 
Victoria, Salt Spring Island, and beyond. 
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Food Resources 


9-10 CLUB (ST. ANDREW’S SOUP KITCHEN) 
740 View St. Victoria, B.C. V8W 1J8 ph:388-5571 8 - 10am seven days a week. 


Church-run club providing daily meals on a drop-in basis. 


ANAWIM COMPANION SOCIETY 

973 Caledonia Street Victoria B.C.V8T 1E7 phone: 382-0283 
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10am-5pm, Weds, Fri 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-4pm 
Laundry, showers, meals, clothing, limited housing spaces. 


COMMUNITY FOOD BANK 
4-697 Goldstream Ave, 474-4443 
Tues, Weds: 10am-3pm, closed last week of the month 


ESQUIMALT COMMUNITY LUNCH 
Esquimalt United Church Hall, Lyall St., just past Admirals Rd. Tues & Thurs noon-1:15 


GOLDSTREAM FOOD BANK 

761 Station Rd (Legion Basement), Langford, B.C. phone: 474-4443 
3rd Tuesday, monthly at the basement of the Royal Canadian Legion. 
Serving the Western Communities from View Royal to Metchosin 


FOOD NOT BOMBS 

A collectively run food kitchen. Ph: 383-5144, ext 1940 
http://users.resist.ca/~fnb-victoria. A collectively run food kitchen. 

Free vegetarian serving Sundays, 3 pm - Harris Green (Pandora & Vancouver) 
Bring plastic containers for bowls, bags 4 produce. 


FRUIT AND VEGGIE BOX 

901 Kings Road, Victoria, B.C.,V8T 1W5 Phone: 388-7696 

Good Food Box Program - order $5, $10, or $15 box of fresh fruit and vegetables at 
the beginning of the month and receive it in the middle of the month. Purchased in 
bulk. Order and pick up boxes @ BCC 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

140 Oswego Street, Victoria, B.C. V8V 2B1 phone:389-1470 

Seniors Dinners on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5 PM - $5.75 

Community Dinners Weds, approx. every other month., usually $4 & $2 -12 & under. 
Tickets must be purchased at the centre in advance 


Community school cafe open Mon - Fri 11:45 am -12:30 pm. $3.25 & child 2.75. 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY PROJECT 
547 Michigan Street, Victoria BC. V8V 1S5 (250) 388-7844, email: askus@jbcp.bc.ca 
Hours Monday to Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 


MEALS ON WHEELS 

For residents of Greater Victoria who, because of age, disability or illness, are unable 
to prepare an adequate meal for themselves, have inadequate cooking facilities, 
have no one to prepare meals, or have health and social needs. Referrals from 
doctors, health & Social Services agencies, concerned friends, family, or personal 
requests. Current cost of meals- $6.75. In addition to nutritional benefits, some 
social interaction. 479-6900 


MUSTARD SEED STREET CHURCH www.mustardseed.ca 
625 Queens Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8T 1L9 Phone: 250-953-1575 

Service for families: Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Service for couples and singles: Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM 


OUR PLACE 

919 Pandora Ave., Victoria, BC V8V 3P4, Phone: 250-388-7112 

9am - 5pm Monday to Friday, closed weekends; showers & laundry 9-3:30 
lunch - 11:30 am-12:30 pm; dinner - 4-5 pm 

Victoria's ‘Living Room’ - a drop in centre with computer room, printers, special 
projects, tea & coffee, singing Wednesdays with Louise Rose. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

101-831 Yates Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1M1 Phone: 250- 382-2767 

9 am-12:30 pm, 1:30 pm-4:30 pm Mon-Friday, Tues aft for Women 

Must be 19 yrs, unless referred by parents, ASK, or Soc Services. Food, clothing, 
household items. Home visits, food vouchers for parents w/children. 

SAINT SAVIOUR’S KITCHEN 

310 Henry Street, Church Hall (VicWest) phone: 384-8773 

Rainbow Kitchen for everyone, Weds, Thurs, Fris, 12 noon 1:30 pm 

Shelter Weds-Sat nights, arrive 9-10 pm: mats, blankets, often food. Space for 25-35. 


SALVATION ARMY 

Family Services and Counselling (singles, too) 2695 Quadra St 250-386-8521 
Monday Friday, 9 am - 3:30 pm Emergency food hampers, clothing & small house 
wares vouchers. Extra shelter space only available in subzero temperatures. 


SIKH TEMPLE 
1210 Topaz Avenue, Victoria, V8T 2N1: (towards summit park), enter right side door 
250-383-5443 Every Sunday at noon - Free food serving, lentil dahl and chapatis, etc. 


STREETLINK EMERGENCY SHELTER 
1634 Store St., Victoria, B.C. V8W 1S2 Phone: 383-1951, office 383-1951 
Free dinner 7 days a week, 3 pm for meal ticket, serving at 3:30 


ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
1611 Quadra St., Victoria, B.C., V8W 2L5 phone: 383 7169 
Food bank open Tues & Fridays, 10 am-noon, in church basement. (Closed Fri and 


Tuesday after Welfare Wednesday, and Tuesdays after Monday stat.) 


VICTORIA NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
231 Regina Avenue, Victoria, BC V8Z 1J6, 250-384-3211 
Wholesale prices, various size boxes. Pay first, pick up following wk. 


Good Food Box Program - Duncan area - 250-746-4204, www.providence.bc.ca. 


Breakfast Club 


First Saturday: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8-10 am 
Second Saturday: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8-10 am 
Third Saturday: Glad Tidings Pentecostal Church Hall, 1800 Quadra St. 8-10 
Fourth Saturday: Central Baptist Church, 833 Pandora, 8-10 am; 385-7786 
Fifth Saturday: BC Ferry Workers’ Union at St. Andrew’s Hall, 8-10 am 








What wisdom can you pind 
That 1s greater Than kindness: 


Some places to call for help 


Action Committee of People with Disabilites - 926 View St., 383-4105 

Adult Addiction Comm. Treatment Serv: 2nd floor, 1250 Quadra, 727-3544 

AIDS Vancouver Island: 1601 Blanshard St., 384-2366 

Alano Club: 1402 Broad St, 383-9151 

Alcoholics Anon: #8, 2020 Douglas, 383-7744 (help), 383-0415 (off) 

Cool-Aid Medical Clinic: 385-1466 

Cool-Aid Phone Message Service ($5/mth): 383-1977 

Credit Counselling - 477-9998 

Foundation of Support of Recovery for Men: 480-1342 

HomelessNation.org - online community - 130-3 pm, Wednesdays, 755 Pandora 
Grief/Bereavement Counsel: Lorraine Jasmin, R.P.C., 1198 Goldstream, sliding scale 
Lalli Care Clinic - Drug Info, Med. Review, Alt Health - 386-5100, www.lallicareclinic.ca 
LifeRing Secular Recovery - www.unhooked.com, lifering@shaw.ca, 250.920.2095 
Men’s Trauma Centre: 381-6367, #203-1420 Quadra St. www.menstrauma.ca 
Outreach Services Methadone Clinic: 2004 Fernwood Rd., 480-1232 

Problem Gambling Help Line - 1-888-795-6111 

Prostitute Enpowerment & Education (PEERS): 744 Fairview Rd., 388-5325 
Research, Education, Evaluation, & Support Prog. (REES): 595-8619 

Salvation Army Addictions & Rehab Centre: 525 Johnson, 384-3396 

Seniors’ Advocacy Group - 388-7696 for advive; 360-1068 to be an advocate 
Society of Living Intravenous Drugusers (SOLID): 7-9 pm Weds, 1947 Cook 
Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): #415 - 620 View Street 361-3521 
Victoria Native Friendship Centre: 384-3211 -- 231 Regina Ave V8Z 1J6 

Victoria Sobering & Assessment Centre: 1125 Pembroke, 213-4444 

Vancouver Island Addiction Recovery Soc.: 536 Cecelia, 480-1342 

Youth-to-Youth Support Line - 24 hours. Confidential. 386-TALK, www.youthlines.ca 


Never Satisfied 


A man dreamed of joining a monastery. His goal in life was to 
become a monk. So one day he went to a monastery and talked 
to the head monk and said, “What do I need to do to join.” 


He was told that it was more difficult than what he thought. “In 
our monastery monks are only allowed to say two words every 
year.” The head monk explained. 


“That sounds a bit extreme, but I’ve wanted to be a monk for so 
long, m going to give it a try.” So he was shown to his room. 
And so for the next twelve months the man never said a word. 


At the end of his first year he was taken to the head monk, 
and was told he could now say his two words. The man said, 
“Food’s bad.” 


He went back to his room, and was silent for another twelve 
months. At the end of his second year he again was taken to 
the head monk for his two words. This time his two words 
were, “Bed’s hard.” 


The head monk said, “OK.” And the man went back to his 
room. 


Another twelve months of silence passed, and he was brought 
again to the head monk for his annual two words. This time the 
guy said, “I quit!” 


The head monk retorted, “Well, it doesn’t surprise me. All you 
have done is complain, ever since you got here.” 


Thanks to Glen for providing this moment of comic relief. 





Housing Resources 


No Cost for Service, Time Limited Stay 


Salvation Army (Emerg men only) 525 Johnson Street, 384-3396 
Streetlink 1634 Store Street, 383-1951 

Sandy Merriman House (for women) 809 Burdett Avenue, 480-1408 
Sobering & Assessment Ctr (24 hr) 1125 Pembroke (@ Cook) 213-4444 
Out of the Rain (Youth 15-25) 812-0490 winter only, various locations 
Kiwanis Youth Shelter (13-18) 2117 Vancouver St., 386-8282 

Hill House - Women with children 479-3963 

Sooke Transition House 642-2591 Women with or without children 
Vic. Women's Transition House 385-6611 Women with or w/out kids 
Cridge Centre for the Family 1190 Kings Rd 386-7291 Women & kids 
Kiwanis House for single women 16-29 w/ one child 382-1004 
Margaret Laurence House 995-0058 Women &kids escaping abuse 


Low Cost Monthly Rentals 


Ritz Hotel - 710 Fort Street, 381-1868 

Fairfield Hotel - 710 Cormorant St., 386-1621 

York Hotel - 711 Johnson Street, 385-2544 

Douglas Hotel - 1450 Douglas Street, 383-4157 

Ocean Island Backpackers - 791 Pandora Avenue 385-1788 

Turtle Refuge Backpackers - 1608 Quadra Street 386-4471 

Vic. Human Exchange Soc. 361- 2762, 1-800-691-9366, www.humanx.org 
Extreme Outreach - men only, $350 + dep. No alcohol or drugs. 708-2064 


Subsidized and/or Supported Housing Services 
Registry for BC Housing Management: 301-3440 Douglas 250.475.7550 
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Remembrance Day this past November saw, 
once again, a small crowd of people wearing 
white poppies in downtown Victoria. Their quiet 
gathering at the Spanish Civil War memorial 
was rather different from a much larger crowd’s 
assembly nearby. 


Occasionally interrupted by the sound of 
cannonfire, a number of those who chose white 
poppies instead of (or alongside) red ones, 

gave varied - but invariably moving - personal 
accounts of their own take on war and peace. As 

I stood listening, fragments of thoughts, scattered 
memories, and mixed emotions criss-crossed my 
mind. 


What does it mean if one’s people are “the foe,” as 
in the song, In Flanders Fields? Two World Wars 
- quite the record. It sure put us on the map... 


My name is Christina, and I am German... and 
even as I write this, there is a twinge of uneasiness. 
I was born and raised in Germany decades after 
the second war, and today I live on the beautiful 
West Coast of Canada, which by all accounts 

is my home. Why should I feel the least guilty, 
stating I am German? Why should I feel a need 
almost to apologize for my ancestry? And yet I 
do... partly because of the way Germans are usually 
portrayed in the entertainment industry. You have 
no idea how sick and tired I am of turning on the 
TV, and regardless of the channel and the program, 
if Germans are even remotely part of the plot, 

nine times out of ten they wear army boots and 
swastikas, behave mean or stupid or both, and 
generally shout a lot. 


Have you seen the documentary “Reel Bad Arabs”? 
I wonder, with a mixture of curiosity and dread, 
what a German version of the film would look like. 


My home town in Northwest Germany is around 
1,200 years old. It was founded by Charlemagne in 
the 7th century. Yet it seems that 12 infamous years 
of Nazi rule (never mind the years of 1914-1918) 
have overshadowed and ruined 12 centuries of 
cultural history in the eyes of the world. 


And you know what? I really wish these twelve 
years had not happened, but they did, and there 
is nothing my generation can do about it except 
staying vigilant. 


My parents were toddlers at the time the Reich 
came to its end. They are lucky to have survived. 
My grandparents were farmers and merchants, and 
during the war they lost everything. My mom was 
very young when her mother died of tuberculosis; 
they were refugees. Mom’s dad was taken to Russia 
as a prisoner of war. Against all odds he returned 
ten years later, aged before his time, and spent the 
rest of his life growing kitchen herbs for market. He 
never talked about his experience. 


Germans too were someone’s sons, brothers, 
uncles... mothers, wives, and daughters... just like 
the ones who fought them. Through untold 
suffering and dying, deserved or not, of 
soldiers or civilians, of party members 
or quietly complicit ordinary citizens 
or resistance fighters, Germany 
paid dearly for following the 
Fuhrer. 


As high school 
students in the 
1980s, we 
were 
fed 


Nazi 


history 
ad 
nauseam, 
and it 
instilled on 
us a profound 
sense of shame 
and guilt. What 
small and not-so- 
small omissions there 
were in our education 
I am only discovering 
piece by significant piece. At the time, many 
of us became sick and tired of hearing about it, 
became frustrated because we didn’t do it, yet there 


nowadays, 


Remembering 
......and Moving Along 


by Christina Nikolic 





was no escaping our history. And many of us just 
started ignoring the whole thing, brushing it aside, 
pretended it never happened, or at least did not 
have anything to do with us. And some, regrettably, 
were driven to new right 
wing political parties, very 
small minorities and not 
part of the government 

but nevertheless existent, 
especially in the former 
Eastern Germany after the 
1989 reunification. 
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Two main railway 

lines intersect in my 

home town, and the 

train station and tracks 
were targeted by allied 
bombings. Damage was 
by no means limited 

to the intended targets, 
though. To this day, there 
are gaps in the rows of 
houses lining the streets 

- gaps where residential 
buildings collapsed during 
bombings. Near my dad’s 
house was a large soap 
factory; apparently a 
strategically important 
target, as it was destroyed, 
too. Maybe they thought 
that dirt and grime 
would erode morale...? 









































Besides, not all of the missiles 
went off. To this day, 
\ unexploded bombs weighing 
À several hundred pounds 
\ are routinely unearthed 
during excavations for 
A construction projects. 
AN When this happens, 
~ X thousands of 
A citizens have 
~~ X to leave their 
A homes for a 
few hours 
while the 
experts 
come 
in to 
defuse 
the bomb. It’s 
common news of 
a dangerous job - the 
guys have the status of local 
heroes. 


I visited Berlin in the fall of 2008, 
and strolled from the new Main Train 
Station past the chancellor’s and government 
buildings to the Reichtag; the old, new parliament 
building with its modern glass dome. Impressive, 
and expensive, architecture has sprung up since 

the 1990s, right on top of where the Wall once 
stood. Should you ever be in the area, check out 
the heavily guarded childcare centre - it looks like 
a high security prison (photo, below). And ask 
about the “Triimmerfrauen,” the women in skirts 
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and aprons, clearing away rubble, brick 

by brick, after the air raids in Berlin, in 
Hamburg, in Dresden, in Cologne, in 
Munich... in the absence of men, who were 
either fighting, or prisoners, or cripples, or 
dead. 


(In this context, it does not sit well with me 
to see words like “blitz” finding their way 
into everyday English language. Inevitably 
I am reminded of countless civilian deaths 
and needless destruction, of infrastructure 
as well as beautiful architecture reduced 

to ashes in an overnight air attack. The 
same goes for watching the Snowbirds 

fly in formation - all I can think of, while 
ducking my head, is how strange it feels 
that this dubious spectacle passes for 
entertainment.) 


4 To this day, Germans generally have a hard 
time being proud of themselves: this is still 
frowned upon, raising suspicion of that 
devastating nationalism that went so far off 
the mark before. No matter how justified 
a sense of pride may be, there is still that 
stigma, that enormous mortgage, that heavy 
weight of the sins of the fathers. Products 
will be advertised as “made in Germany” - but not 
“proudly” so. You won’t see Germans waving the 
national flag unless there is an international soccer 
tournament on. In fact, 
J Germany’s hosting of the 
2006 Soccer World Cup 
was, by my impression, 
the first time in decades 
that there was a nationwide 
sense of joy and pride 
being tentatively, carefully, 
tried out... a huge effort to 
Į throw a great multicultural 
party to welcome and 
make feel comfortable the 
numerous international 
soccer teams, with a 
marked ease of the usual 
anxious restraint. 


Germans today are facing 
their history - they don’t 
attempt to hide anything, 
and they try everything 
they can to ensure it 

will never happen again. 
In countless public 
monuments, museums, art 
galleries, concerts, theatre 
productions, movies and 
documentary films, during 
remembrance days and with international projects, 
they can be seen taking responsibility. 


The young generation today - one up from mine 

- acknowleges this part of German history. Yet I 
find their generation growing more distant, and very 
much aware that they are not directly at fault. So 
they increasingly refuse to take the blame; they are 
increasingly unwilling to apologize for deeds they 
did not commit. And they know they are entitled to 
live their lives. I cannot blame them. 


So again, what does this mean’? 


Every day and everywhere, we need to stay vigilant, 
and compassionate, and mindful, while living our 
lives in the present. Lest we forget, by all means - 
all the while avoiding the pitfalls of getting stuck in 
the past, clinging to dear old stereotypes. 


If you think “that was then, and anyway it was 
them, and such a thing could never happen here 
today” - think again. Recognize the early signs of 
fascism. Don’t bask in complacency... keep asking 
uncomfortable questions: 


Are you So sure it could never happen here? 
Are you sure it isn’t happening right now? 


Christina is an organic gardener, 
landscape designer, and educator 
living in good relations with the earth. 


photos by Janine - top: Community 
elders at the Nov llth Remembrance 
Day ceremony in Victoria. The sign 
reads ‘Peace Takes Courage.’ 





bottom: ata section of the East Side Gallery in Berlin 
in 199] with a friend - an artists’ rendition of Leonid 
Brezhnev and Henry Kissinger. There’s more info about 
the gallery at eastsidegallery.com. 
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Child Workers. 
Here in B.C. 
Realy? 


by Graeme Moore 


Where in the world can a 12 year old legally work 7 hours a day, 35 hours a week? 
British Columbia! (If it’s okay with the Director of Employment Standards, a child 
can work longer than 7 hours in a day). The graveyard shift? British Columbia! 
Without government approval? British Columbia! 


It’s opportune on International Children’s Day to reflect on the changes Gordon 
Campbell made six years ago to child employment law. Campbell changed 
employment restrictions from “A person must not employ a child under the age of 
15 without the director’s permission,’ to, “A person must not employ a child under 
15 years of age unless the person has obtained the written consent of the child’s 
parent or guardian.” There are some restrictions. A child cannot work when they 
should be attending school, or more than 4 hours on a school day and must be under 
the direct and immediate supervision of another employee or employer 19 years of 
age or older. The safeguards inherent in obtaining the approval of the Director of 
Employment Standards are gone. No longer does government take an interest in 
how children get to and from work, the type of work children perform, the tools and 
equipment children use, the time of day children work, the physical demands or the 
mental concentration. No longer do teachers have a say in whether a child can take 
time away from homework to work an evening shift. Government leaves it to one of 
the child worker’s parents to determine whether “the employment situation meets the 
best interests of the child and will not adversely affect the child’s social, physical or 
educational needs.” 


Government leaves it to parents to check things out. In its “Employment of Young 
People - A Resource Guide for Parents,” the Branch provides suggestions that it 
thinks should assist parents in deciding whether or not to permit their 12 year old to 
be employed. Suggestions such as: When you visit the workplace where your child 
will be employed, look for obvious hazards such as power tools or sharp implements 
such as knives or saws, hot grills, deep fryers or boiling water. Consider exposure to 
hazardous substances such as chemicals in cleaning agents or other products. Discuss 
any concerns you have with the employer. Ask if any special safety clothing or 
equipment such as steel-toed boots or latex gloves will be required. 


Such suggestions presuppose that some 12 year old might be working in a work 
place that has the type of dangers that require the protection provided by steel-toed 
boots and latex gloves. Before government got out of the business of protecting 
child workers, the government would never have approved an application where 
workers had to work wearing steel-toed boots and latex gloves. Government would 
never have allowed a 12 year old to work with or around power tools or where they 
could be exposed to hazardous chemicals. The Branch would not have discussed its 
concerns; the Branch would not have issued a permit. 


Government still regulates adult employees. There is a domestic worker registry. 
Employers of adult domestic workers must register their intention to hire a domestic 
worker with the Employment Standards Branch and must provide the Branch with 
the domestic worker’s name within 30 days of hiring. Domestic worker employers 
are also required to sign an employment contract with their domestic worker before 
the domestic worker can start work. The law even sets out what terms and conditions 
must be included in the employment contract. There is no child employment registry. 
All employers of children have to do is have on file a parent’s written consent to 

her or his child’s employment. The government has no idea as to who is employing 
children and what work children are doing. 


Government requires employers of certain vulnerable adult employees to know the 
Employment Standards Act. Employers of fruit and berry hand harvesters must pass 
a written test on the Act before they can do business. There is no written test for 
employers of children. 


Therefore, on International Children’s Day, as we lament the plight of children in 
India and Africa, we should pause a moment to consider what goes on here, in British 
Columbia, where a 12 year old can work 7 hours a day, 35 hours a week. 


Graeme Moore is formerly a Program Advisor to Director of Employment Standards 
and child worker advocate. 
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An Historical Perspective 


by C'daoim 


Wow, the term democracy is being used in by the Harper government 
and they are saying that they are eager to protect democracy. I’m 

not interested in the rhetoric about democracy needing protection or 
whether the precedent already exists; instead I want democracy defined. 


For example is democracy an evolutionary mechanism or a static 
destination? Have we as a society and a collective sat down and 
looked at the evidence, critically analyzed it and had open discourse 
on something we are willing to commit to war for? Personally I don’t 
ever remember being questioned individually or in a group about my 
opinions and questions concerning democracy. I’ve just been asked 

to follow someone else’s ideas, while I watch the planet fall apart 
both environmentally and through war for something we haven’t even 
discussed as a nation. Democracy, what is it and according to whom? 


Historians usually debate such things as modern democracy compared 
to Athenian democracy. Which modern democracy is not typically stated 
but there does exist parliamentary and republican and even theocratic 
versions of democracy. It is most likely that if you looked you would 
find comparisons of the “two” eras of democracy, which implies “theirs 
as compared to ours” depending on where you live. 


Although there does exist a process of how the Athenians became the 
“first democracy” (read Plutarch’s Parallel Lives to see an interesting 
version of that story) there was a man who was very powerful in 

the time of the democracy of Pericles and he wrote about what he 
witnessed. Thucydides, a great Greek military general, saw the age of 
Periclian democracy as problematic. Now at the same time Socrates is 
alive and so is Plato so we are roughly saying around 450 BC. Pericles 
had decided to make Athens the jewel of the world by creating an 
Athenian Empire and as this unfolded Thucydides wrote “In short what 
was nominally a democracy was becoming in his hands a government 
by the first citizen” (Book 2.65 Thucydides) when speaking about 
Pericles. Now the questions that this raises for me are why was 
Thucydides questioning the definition of democracy? Why was he 
questioning the idea of a first citizen (Prime Minister) being given the 
right to define democracy? There is the chance that he saw democracy 
as an evolutionary mechanism or at least it is something we could 
discuss. 


At this point comparing our democracy with the ancient Athenian 
democracy becomes problematic. Is our Prime Minister defining 
democracy for us? Is this a case of “...what was nominally a 
democracy...becoming...a government by the first citizen?” Maybe this 
is how it has always been but does that invalidate Thucydides’ implied 
questions? Let’s talk about it. Or let’s move ahead in time and go back 
to the original Canadian democracy. The British North American 

Act of 1867 states that “ ...1n addition to Persons qualified to vote, 
every male British Subject, aged Twenty-one Years or upwards, being 
a householder, shall have a Vote.” (BNA Act, Victoria) This did not 
include women or First Nations and a great amount of the population. Is 
that democracy, or does it evolve? 


I think it would be safe to assume that all women and First Nations 
peoples agree that it evolves, so the question becomes does it reach 

a Static plateau that can never be improved? According to our Prime 
Minister he has to protect the present definition of democracy so this 
would imply that “no” democracy cannot be improved. Well, we can 
now See that the questions I’m asking have been asked for almost 2500 
years, yet not one person can prove this present definition of democracy 
is the epitome of political evolution. Prime Minister Harper believes that 
his version of democracy is his being able to define democracy for us, 
yet democracy is inclusive and not represented by one person. 


A door has opened, citizens of Canada, the Prime Minister and his 
agents want us to discuss the idea of democracy and Thucydides’ 
questions have not yet been answered. That allows us as a collective to 
start demanding the right to define our version of our social cooperative 
called democracy by allowing us to step into the debate. 


The Athenian democracy did not survive and the British North 
American Act of 1867 as a definition of democracy did not survive. To 
imagine that the First Citizens definition of democracy will survive is an 
illusion. 


Just as in the past there are those citizens who believe democracy is 
best established on their terms, and they wave a hand at those who 
desire change, but the change has always happened. Let’s start by 
discussing this as a nation and start to realize what the present definition 
of democracy cannot solve we as a people can democratically decide. 
This is philosophical anarchism. Instead of using violence as our 
predecessors did to achieve the “over throw of the established order” 
(part of the definition of an anarchist) we can make demands that 
represent our wishes. 


Everything evolves just read Darwin and only 
the fittest for the environment survive. If we as 
citizens in a democracy wish to survive we must 
become the most fit. 


Become Informed...Society Needs You 


Sources: 

Thucydides. The Peloponnesian Wars. Edited by Robert 
B. Strassler. The Free Press 

Queen Victoria. BNA Act 30 Victoria, Chapter 3. 84 
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The Advocate: 


Who's Killing the Poor? 


by W. Robert Arnold 





The official name is Income Assistance. Social workers 
and welfare workers, politicians and priests must all call it 
Income Assistance; but on the street it’s still called Welfare. 


Welfare is actually a lie. It is actually a plan that hurts 
rather than helps the welfare of the people, who through no 
fault of their own must depend upon it. Being on welfare is 
painful; and it is meant to be painful so that people will take 
any job even if it is dangerous or unhealthy to avoid going 
on it. 


Welfare rates are so low that people cannot afford to rent a 
decent, safe place to live and afford to eat properly as well. 
The rates are said to be punitive in nature; and that is just 

what they are meant to do: to punish people for being poor. 


Being poor has become a crime in this country, and people 
are punished in a number of ways besides being made to 
try to survive on too little money. Applying for welfare is in 
itself a punishment. Having to do a three-week job search 
before one gets any money, when the person has been 
looking for work all along is just insulting. The message 

is that the person is assumed to be lazy and not looking for 
work. This is almost never the case. 


A person on welfare, who earns some extra money and 
declares it, will have it taken off their next cheque, thereby 
putting them in an even worse economic position in the 
next month. Is it any wonder that people sometimes do not 
declare little dribs and drabs of money’? 


Some people get so beaten down by dealing with the 
welfare office that they choose not to bother and begin 
living on the streets and begging or stealing or selling drugs 
to live. That should be an indication of how hard living on 
welfare is to a person’s psyche and emotional well-being. 


People who live on welfare are often made to feel like they 
are losers and second-class citizens. They begin to believe 
the things they are told about themselves. They become 
depressed or angry and end up using almost any means to 
feel better. 


Welfare is not a punishment for not working. If a person 
is rich and chooses not to work society doesn’t mind at 
all. That person is called a Playboy or a Bon Vivant and 
admired and envied. The crime is not being out of work; 
but not having money. 


During the time that I was an advocate I had on many 
occasions people in my office whose employment and 
insurance had run out and who were looking at the prospect 
of having to go on welfare. They were ashamed even 
though it was no fault of their own. The factory had closed 
or the jobs in the forest or mine had disappeared leaving 
them with no possibility of a job with their skills. 


When they learned what they would be eligible to receive 
on welfare I have seen them break down in tears. Big tough 
men, who have worked in the woods or fishing for years 
and have always thought of people on welfare as lazy bums 
sat in my office and wept because they had to go on welfare 
themselves. 


I have had young single mothers sitting in my office 
wondering aloud if they could make more money turning 
tricks than they would get on welfare. I have had some 
tell me that they had made more money turning tricks than 
living on welfare. I can only imagine the real costs of that 
kind of a decision. 


People actually die on the streets in our city rather than go 
on welfare, I am sure. 


We as a society should not be doing this to people, to our 
own citizens. Our society should set up an income that 
everyone gets that is adequate to the real needs that people 
have, so that there will be no divisions between the haves 
and have-nots, and no winners or losers. People should be 
taxed only on that money they make over and above the 
basic income. That tax should never be a 100% clawback 
of the income, above the basic income, as it is now on 
welfare. 


The government must act to stop this. It is in my opinion 
government negligence that allows people to die in our 
Streets. 


Robert is a 65 year old man who has fought 
poverty, his own and others, for over 45 
years. He is President of the National Anti 
Poverty Organization, where he helps the 
voices of poor people be heard in the halls 
of power. 
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In Memoriam 


George (Jiri) Spes 
Memorial May 26 


Donald Sherrin 
Memorial May 30 


Mardi Smith 
Memorial June 6 


Wanda Johnson 
Aug 28, ‘56 to June 11, ‘08 
Memorial June 20 


Kevin Brooks 
Memorial June 28 


Ed Turvey 
Aug 26, ‘66 to June ‘08 
Memorial July 14 


Gary Rhodes 
Memorial July 9 


Mary Brown 
Aug 31, ‘57 to July 7, ‘08 
Memorial September 19 


Alden Adam 
Memorial July 14 


Velma McKinnon 
Memorial July 23 


Scott Currie 
Aug 24, ‘77 to Aug 9, ‘08 
Memorial August 14 


Carol Marsha Russ 
Dec 7, ‘49 to Aug 23, ‘08 
Memorial August 28 


Mary Brown 
Aug 31, ‘57 to July 7, ‘08 
Memorial September 19 


Andrew John Clarke (Munden) 
July 23, ‘47 to Sept 28, ‘08 
Memorial October 10 


Dominique Blanche Dube 
Oct.9, ‘74 - Oct 18, ‘O8 


Leighton Edward Mousseau 
Memorial October 23 


Dawn-Marie Nieman 
Sept. 19, ‘70 - Oct. 27, ‘08 


James Murphy 
Memorial October 30 


Thanks to Angela, from 
the Our Place Society, for 
providing this list of some of 
the Street Family who passed 
in 2008. 


Street Newz believes it’s 
important to acknowledge 
and honour the lives of those 
who die from the 
violence of poverty. 


If you’ve lost a friend or 
family member to the streets, 
please consider writing a 
few words about them and 
submitting those via email 
(streetnewz@islandnet.com) 
or leave them in our mailbox 
at 1027 Pandora Ave. 


(artwork from Lyn X, editor 
of Edmonton’s ‘Our Voice’ 
newspaper) 
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Looking for Approach 


by Brian Mason 


The left in Canada is dead. Take it off life support and be done 
with, though you’re entitled to wonder if it had to turn out this 
way. The answer, unfortunately, is yes, because a political 
movement aspiring to nothing more noble than an ever-larger 
share of a capitalist economy had long ago agreed, by default, 
to play according to the rules set down by the ruling class. 

It’s been many decades since Canada’s left-leaning political 
movements could in any way be considered radical, and this 
has been their undoing. Content to have the prevailing system 
merely tinkered with, the left was relegated to cheerleader 
status as the ruling parties happily co-opted the entire arena for 
themselves. 


Union membership, which peaked in 1983 — it briefly hit a rate 
of 40 per cent of non-agricultural paid employees when office 
and government workers were brought into the fold — has since 
declined and remained flat at about 30 per cent. The fortunes 
of the traditional (tired old) voice of the left, the NDP, have 
met with the same fate. The unions’ — and the NDP’s — idea of 
radicalism was to stage putatively “tough,” formulaic wage and 
contract negotiations with the auto makers. No questioning 

of the system, mind you — just go after higher hourly wages 
with improved benefits for members, and the workers would 
continue to toil happily in oppression until the next round of 
talks. The left was ever the tails side of the striven-for golden 
coin of capitalism, which always seemed to come up heads for 
the bosses. 


Given a diminished, co-opted and muted union membership on 
which it depended for financial as well as vocal support, the left 
could only cower servilely for whatever crumbs the corporate 
elite deigned to throw its way. All the while, global capitalism 
was busying itself remixing the ingredients of the economic 

pie and doing all the baking overseas. The left, in the end, was 
given little to show for its years of good behaviour. Worse, with 
one class, the corporate elite, having garnered all the power and 
controlling most of the media, there is little left to say — and 
fewer still in a position to say it. 


With our civilisation careering wildly out of control, propelled 
by the greed and speed of techno-capitalism, we must make time 
both to find and apply new tools of analysis — as well as new 
approaches to opposition and ways of bringing about radical 
change. It’s not that our crumbling civilisation depends on it; 
rather, it’s more a matter of what comes afterwards. 


We desperately need the rebirth of politics as practical theory. 
Marxism is tainted, dated and, though perhaps theoretically 
sound, has always, in human hands, ended up at the wrong 
destination: dictatorship. Socialism and social democracy, in 
pursuing collective ideals of the left within the status quo, have 
lost the pragmatic struggle. Capitalism (yes, it is a politics; 
today, arguably, the dominant form) has overshot its triumph, 
its Achilles heel now clearly in the cross-hairs. Liberalism has 
only ever managed to emerge as the handmaiden to capitalism. 
Conservatism, as compromise, never succeeded in resolving 
social and economic inequities — nor has it wanted to or believed 
it can — leaving us condemned to a life of muddling through. 
Democracy is impure in all its forms. 


Where can we go from here? What is there left to try? Perhaps, 
like British philosopher John Gray, you believe that modern 
politics is merely a chapter in the history of religion and that a 
religious impulse is the real steering force for a fatally-flawed 
human species. 


None of the traditional approaches to politics - let alone the 
left’s - is up to the task of dealing with an over-burdened world 
of 6.5 billion people divided into a couple of hundred sovereign 
states, all busily devouring or destroying the earth, the seas 

and the skies — as well as, continually, one another. It is, for 
sure, a mad world. Never in the history of our species have 

we lived, been governed or organised as we are now. There is 
no precedent for the task ahead, though the levels of violence 
and chaos which have dominated human civilisation from its 
beginnings are likely a reliable augury for what awaits us. 


Our social, economic and political complexities are fast draining 
us (just consider, for instance, how the issue of 1,500 homeless 
people in our city has stymied three levels of government). 
More than being exhausted, we’re stunned and alienated by 

the immensity of the challenges staring us down. They appear 
intractable, worsening. But either we quickly figure out a way 
to simplify things, or it will be done for us, with few surviving. 


One learns early on when studying political science (sic) that 
politics is all about power. Maybe that is how we went down 
the wrong path. What was really needed all along was a politics 
of un-power, one of balance, restraint and respect. The left, 


; heavily invested as it has been in the prosperity of the status 


quo, never saw this. 


Submitted by Brian Mason, a philosopher and writer living in 
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Law Students explain Victoria v. Adams 
by Michelle Chan and Lauren Witten 


I teach Creative Writing at Central Middle school. I buy my Victoria 
Street Newz from Debbie at London Drugs. 


After reading your last edition, I gave my class a voluntary subject 
to write about for your paper. Liam, (the youngest boy in my class) 
has written the following. I hope you can use it. It goes to show how 
children worry about the homeless and want to make it 
a better world for them. 


as tents or tarps that can be easily put 
together and taken down and must not be 
erected on streets or sidewalks. Cooking, 
campfires, and fire pits are also prohibited 
in areas where shelters are erected. 


A recent B.C. Supreme Court decision, 
which has been held up as a key 

victory for anti-poverty advocates, has 
nevertheless left government officials, 
homeless persons and other members of 
the public scratching their heads trying to 


I am hoping that I have set a good example for these kids. I make 
warm hats for the homeless and distribute them around the city. The 
gang at Street Link and Mustard Seed call me “Grandma.” Our determine what a ruling, which recognizes 
school just donated a case of backpacks to the Mustard Seed for their | the right of homeless persons to erect 
“Fresh Start” program, for kids whose parents can't afford to buy them temporary shelter, will mean. In Victoria 
school supplies. So, you can see our school is a great 
supporter for the homeless. 


Admittedly, the decision leaves many 
issues unresolved. Because the court 
struck down the anti camping bylaw, the 
constitutional basis of the enforcement 
policy has been called into question. 
Without a valid bylaw, the associated 
enforcement policy is likely without force. 
Even if it were valid, the enforcement 
policy necessarily requires homeless 
persons to carry their tents with them 


(City) v. Adams, the court struck down a 
Victoria bylaw that prohibited the erection 
of temporary shelters in city parks or 
public spaces by homeless people. 


So, here is Liam’s story. I hope you enjoy it, and if it is going to be 
published in the Victoria Steet Newz, would you please e-mail me so 
I can buy extra copies for Liam, his parents, the principal, the school 


l i In her decision, Justice Carol Ross held 
bulletin board, and his home room teacher. 


that the prohibition against homeless 
persons to erect temporary shelters, in the during the day, leaving the shelters 
absence of sufficient secure shelter beds, vulnerable to decay in the absence of 
violated section 7 of the Charter of Rights, improper storage. It also is of little 
infringing the right to life, liberty, and assistance to homeless persons who work 
security of the person, which Justice Ross night shifts and cannot sleep during the 
states “are basic to our conception of a prescribed hours. 

free and democratic society.” The decision 
is significant in that it recognizes that 
homeless persons have Constitutionally 
protected human rights under the Charter. 
These rights are acknowledged in law 
Pacing forward up the hill, almost there, thinking what to do when I as being unaffected by the persons’ lack 
get to the top. I go back down, go home, maybe watch the construction || of a fixed address. Adams is a novel 
workers on the street. Then, thinking of the street, I remember the acknowledgement from the court of the 
people living in alleyways, finding no comfort but the squeaks of rats importance of the dignity of homeless 

and mice by the water drains. Then the amazing privilege of having a persons. 

loving family with a house to live in, I decide to walk home, gather up 
all mine and my Dad’s old clothes. I take a bus downtown to a shelter 
and donate everything, because I feel even though I don’t know how 
hard it may be living on the street, I can at least help as much as I can. 


Thanks so much. 
Audrey Scammell 


Thoughts of Home 

by Liam, age 11 Still, many antipoverty activists are 
encouraged by the ruling and expect that 
it will herald changes in how the public, 
the government and the courts approach 
the complex and pervasive challenges of 
homelessness in our city. 


Every home has something special, no matter if it’s filled with people 
or abandoned entirely. Someone or something is there to show it. 


PBSC-UVic is a student organization that is 
not able to give legal advice. This article is 
intended as legal information only. Should you 
have a specific legal problem, it is advisable 
What this ruling will mean, in practice to consult a lawyer. Special thanks to Irene 
and in the long-run, is still unclear. The Faulkner of Underhill, Faulkner, Boies-Parker 
City of Victoria has reacted quickly to the Jor her assistance. For more information on 
decision adding approximately eighty new 0“ organization, please visit: www.pbsc-uvic. 
shelter beds to the city’s shelters within a a 

short time of the decision. Perhaps more 


Later, I again think about all the things that happen, whether they are 
positive or negative subjects, I can’t avoid thinking why should my 
home have to be so important to me? Also, why do others die young significantly, the City has responded by 
when they should have the privilege to at least sit, stay, take their coat implementing an enforcement policy, 
off for a while and have something to eat? Home means a lot to people || allowing tents to be erected from 7pm 
like me. I appreciate the luxury, but sometimes I believe that others to 7am. Set up of a temporary shelter 
should be put before me. is limited to overhead protection such 


The MOTHERS Pilot Project: 
Social enterprise with binners 


from the website: www.cbrl.uvic.ca/en/Projects/mothersproject.html 


The UVic Chapter of Pro Bono Students 
Canada (PBSC) wants to help answer some of 
your questions about the law. If you’d like to 
suggest a topic, please drop ideas off at Street 
Newz’s mailbox at 1027 Pandora Ave. or email 
us at pbsc.articles@ gmail.com. 


homeless. Binning provides an important 
income source and it also contributes to 
improving environmental health through 
resource recovery. 


According to the 2007 Homeless Needs Survey, 
there are nearly 1200 homeless people in Greater 
Victoria, and although some shelter space is 
available, there is an urgent need to address 
immediate emergency shelter. A significant number 
of Victoria’s street community engages in binning, 
the collection of recyclables from the urban 
environment including industrial and city garbage 
bins for their livelihood. In 2007, the Communities- 
based Research Laboratory (CBRL) at the 
University of Victoria conducted participatory-based 
research with the binning community in Victoria, 
interviewing 156 binners, of which 63% were 


Typically binners transport recovered 
materials in shopping carts, which is not a 
proper solution for the binners themselves, 
for business or the wider community. 
Shopping carts also generate significant 
noise in residential areas creating a negative 
public image and hence re-enforcing the 
marginalization of this population. There 
are alternative solutions to this problem such 
= as the Urban Binning Unit, a cart 

1} designed specifically for binning 
(for more information see www. 
urbanbinningunit.com). Providing 
binners with adequate infrastructure 
| and a support network dignifies 
their work and provides economic 
opportunities. 


4 The MOTHERS project aims to 

i empower and improve the quality 
of life of binners by providing specially- 
designed bicycles and tent-trailers that will 
facilitate income generation opportunities. 
Tony’s Trailers has already made a few 
custom-designed bicycles available to a 

| number of homeless people in Victoria, 

{ many of who now use them to generate 

| income through binning. Each bicycle 

+ includes a trailer that converts into a tent 





—_— 


research initiative on Participatory Video (PV), 
funded by the International Development Research 
Council (IDRC), in which 10 binners have been 
trained in storyboard development, conducting 
interviews and video/editing technology. Similar 
research has been conducted in Sao Paulo, Brazil 
in the spring 2008 with recycling cooperatives 
participating in the Participatory Sustainable 
Waste Management (PSWM) project, funded by 





that allows discrete, mobile shelter from 
the elements. Preliminary responses from 


= ~~] those currently using these trailers confirm 
= =] a significant improvement to the overall 


health, income and quality of their lives. 


This project is part of an on-going CBRL 


the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA) and headed by Dr. Jutta Gutberlet, director 
of the CBRL. 


This project is in collaboration with the grassroots 
Committee to End Homelessness, VIPIRG, MediaNet, 
Tony’s Trailers, and the CBRL, funded by VanCity and 
IDRC. photos by Janine - Tony’s in the photo above. 


Victoria Street Newz 
January 09, Volume 5 #10 


Damming the Peace 


by Don Startin 


Correction and Update 


In a previous article I indicated that BC Hydro would be submitting their Feasability 
Study to cabinet this December. On checking I find that it will probably be in the fall 
of 2009. 


However, don’t delay voicing your opinion on the dam to your legislators, and the 
Minister of Energy Mines and Petroleum Resources: 


Box 9060, 
Stn Prov Govt, 
Victoria B.C., 
V8W 9E2 


The experts up in Fort St John tell me they aren’t sure what Hydro will be up to, but 
they’Il keep us posted. 


Dedicated activists can contact the Peace Valley Environment Association at 250- 
785-2105 to ascertain if any help is needed attending regulatory hearings in 2010. 


For more information, contact Citizens United to Save the Peace (CUSP): 
www.cusp-bc.blogspot.com, email cusp-bc @telus.net. 


photo: Peace Valley Environmental Association (PVEA) archives, thanks to Diane Culling. 
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More Homeless Die in BC Than Killed in Afghanistan? 


I attended a Green Drinks in Duncan on 25 Nov 08 (the last Tuesday in the month). 
Green drinks is described in Wikipedia as “an informal networking event where 
environmentally minded people meet over drinks.” It is a great place to meet very 
interesting and socially committed individuals. (There is a Green Drinks in Victoria. 
For those interested go to www.greendrinksvictoriabc for meeting details.) 


Over a glass of wine, my friend stated that more homeless people have died in BC since 
Gordon Campbell changed the welfare qualifying rules, than soldiers have been killed 
to date in Afghanistan. I was shocked. I realized later that it is because the death of 

a homeless person is not part of my daily awareness. I was shocked by the possible 
number of homeless who have died when placed in juxtaposition beside the known 
number of our war dead. It made me realize the magnitude of the problem we are not 
facing up to. 

Each time a Canadian soldier is killed in Afghanistan, announcements are made in the 
media. It is considered news. Only friends and supporters of the homeless hear when a 
homeless individual dies in Vancouver or Victoria due to malnutrition, neglect or even 
exposure. 


We are conditioned to believe the death of a soldier in Afghanistan is significant 
because he/she died in a worthy cause ‘of saving Afghanistan from the Taliban.’ The 
death of a homeless is considered just one less to worry about. 


I feel the death of a homeless individual also needs to be somehow publicly 
acknowledged. I think that We the People have to become aware of the size of ‘our’ 
problem of homelessness among us and commit to solving this deplorable situation. 
This is a We the People issue, more than just a welfare or political problem. It is a 
‘people problem’ solvable only by We the People. 


Perhaps after enduring this problem so long, it is time to consult with the homeless 

to really understand ‘our problem.’ Perhaps it is time to take ‘the problem’ out of the 
hands of welfare specialists and politicians. Perhaps it is time to get a few individuals 
from We the People, with compassion and empathy, to consult with the homeless on 
their terms and on their turf. Perhaps we need to see and understand ‘the problem’ from 
their viewpoint - to feel their sense of alienation, hopelessness, rejection, their hunger, 
their cold, their shame, their fears, their hopes and aspirations. 


Perhaps we need to help them to define their problem and to come up with their 
solutions. Perhaps it is time to respectfully analyse their problem and solutions 

and modify the solutions to make them implementable, with the concurrence of 
the homeless. Once this is done, We the People can turn the solution over to the 
technicians - the welfare specialists and politicians- for implementation. 


In a country as rich as Canada, there is no reason why anyone should be homeless much 
less die from neglect - in my opinion. What do you think? 


Gerry Masuda, Duncan 
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Intravenous Drug Use (IVDU) 
The Plain Facts 


by Joan King 
How can I tell if I have hepatitis C? 


One to two months after the hepatitis C virus infects your body, 
antibodies appear in your blood. A blood test can detect these antibodies 
and show that you have been infected with the hepatitis C virus. Not 
everyone who has antibodies in their blood is still infected with the 
virus, but most people are. If you have tested positive for the virus, 
assume you are infected and can infect other people. There is also a 
blood test that can tell if you are carrying the virus. 


What are the symptoms of hepatitis C? 


Some people feel well and have no symptoms, so they don’t know they 
have hepatitis C. Other people may have a brief illness with symptoms 
of hepatitis usually appearing six to nine weeks after they have been 
infected with the virus. Symptoms of acute hepatitis C infection may 
include: fever, tiredness, jaundice (yellow skin or eyes), abdominal pain, 
dark urine, loss of appetite, and nausea (feeling sick to your stomach). 


If you’re an IV drug user, there’s a good chance you already have 
hepatitis C. 


‘Hep C, or ‘HCV,’ is over 10 times more contagious than HIV. 

It’s really easy to get if you shoot or snort, and very difficult, if not 
impossible, to get rid of. With Hep C it doesn’t matter how long you’ ve 
been shooting or snorting, the fact is that many people get it after only 
using once. Up to 85% of IV drug users test positive for Hep C. 


The problem is that hepatitis C is sneaky. It can lie there for years 
without doing anything, and then, when you finally get clean, all of a 
sudden you get really sick or find out that you’re dying because your 
liver isn’t working right. Hep C, like Hep B and HIV, can be transmitted 
by sharing toothbrushes, razors, nail clippers, or other items that 

can cause bleeding. Sexual transmission is considered a possible but 
unlikely mode of transmission. So play it safe. Practice harm reduction! 


Sharing any drug injecting equipment or snorting equipment can easily 
lead to Hep C and other diseases carried in the blood being passed on. 
Equipment is not just the needle and syringe, but also includes spoons, 
mixing dishes, filters, water and citric acid. If you inject drugs, use a 
new needle and syringe each time. Don’t share any injecting equipment. 
Clean the injection site with alcohol and a new cotton swab. Use sterile 
water to prepare drugs. Boiling equipment in tap water for several 
minutes will sterilise it. Don’t use old needles, cookers or cotton to 
prepare drugs. New equipment can be bought from some pharmacies, or 
is available free from needle exchanges. Most needle exchanges don’t 
require you to bring in old needles to get new ones. You should be able 
to get a supply of new, sterile needles. 


Get Rid of Your Used Syringes Carefully 


Taking your old syringes to the needle exchange is the best way to 
safely get rid of dirty needles. You also get a new supply of clean 
needles when you bring your old ones in. Needle exchange programs 
provide sharps containers for safe disposal. If you do not have one, 
put the needle and syringe into a tin can, or heavy plastic container 
with a closing lid (like an empty milk or bleach jug), then dispose of 
it in a garbage can or take it to your local needle exchange. If sharing 
is impossible to avoid, equipment can be cleaned between users as a 
last resort. Bleach should stay in the syringe for at least 30 seconds. 
Remember not to flush out into the clean bleach solution or water. 
Do not use hot water: it will make the blood clot so traces may be 
left behind. Boiling equipment may not remove all the blood, and 
disposable equipment usually buckles if boiled. It is safer to use the 
needle exchange program! 


HCV and IV Drug Use: Cleaning Equipment 


1. Draw 5% regular household bleach solution through the needle into 
the syringe, fill completely and flush three times. 


2. Soak the bleach-filled syringe in the bottle of bleach solution and 
leave for 10 minutes. 


3. Draw fresh cold water through the needle into the syringe and flush 
three times. 


WARNING: Using a new disposable needle each and every time is 
much safer than cleaning equipment. 


Get Tested! Get vaccinated for Hep A and B 


If you have ever shared needles, even once, twenty or thirty years ago, 
you may have Hep C and still not even know it. Nine out of ten IV drug 
users may have it. Get tested. There is a treatment. There is no vaccine 
for Hep C, but you can protect yourself from getting Hep A & B. 


It’s worse to have more than one kind of hepatitis. Hep A and B 
vaccines are free for IV drug users and those with Hep C in BC—no 
questions asked. Check with your local public health unit or needle 
exchange. 


Source: HepCBC’s Drugs & HCV pamphlet - www.hepcbc.ca 


Joan King is the Vice-president of HepCBC - a non-profit organization 
that strives to educate and prevent Hepatitis C. The organization also 
supports those who are directly and indirectly affected by HCV. 
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REMEMBER 
THE 
BATTLESHIP 


BY CYANN RAY 








There have always been homeless people in Victoria, 
but the situation has never been as problematic and 
visible as it is today. Despite living well below the 
poverty line for the last thirty years, I have never 
been homeless. Still, I have some experience of that 
world I wish to share. 


In 1993 I reconnected with an old buddy of mine. 
We had been neighbours back in Toronto in the early 
seventies. Now he was living the ‘street life’ on 

this glorious west coast, selling jokes for quarters, 
drinking lots of beer and hanging with ‘the crew,’ 

a group of impoverished alcoholics. One day he 
asked if I wanted to join him for a drink. Rather 
than sauntering into the nearest watering hole, 

we purchased a 6-pack and headed over to the 
battleship. 


Just a five minute stroll from the liquor store (once 
located at Government/Wharf), was the magnificent 
grounds of St. Ann’s Academy. Walled in and private 
with an apple orchard and tons of lawn to lay upon, 
this was the primary drinking spot for the crew. 

On the west side (near Blanshard/Humboldt) in a 
heavily treed area stood the declining battleship, a 
stone centre piece to what once may have been a 
pond or garden. The trees provided shelter from the 
rain and some of the larger rocks made fine seats. 
On sunny days though, most of the crew could be 
found sitting and drinking (sometimes napping) in 
the orchard. 


I was introduced to the dozen or so dishevelled 
strangers and was immediately invited into the 
circle. And for the next five years I was a welcomed 
and respected member of that group despite not 
being one of them. It was this non-judgemental 
atmosphere that drew me in. I was a 4th year student 
at UVIC, sharing a house with my mother and 
daughter on the Oak Bay border. Yes I was poor but 
I had always managed. And sure I liked to drink, but 
I wasn’t an alcoholic. And although I had camped 

a lot, I had never lived outdoors or been to a soup 
kitchen. Surprisingly, my values began to change. I 
quickly grew humble and admired the survival skills, 
camaraderie and positive spirit these people shared. 


Many were homeless, some couch-surfed or resided 
at the old Holiday Court, others managed to secure 
an address (on paper only) and got welfare. Back 
then you could still receive a cheque minus the 
shelter portion if you were homeless. This made 
sense to me. Just because you are not paying rent, 

it doesn’t mean your life is free. We all need more 
than a roof over our heads. The welfare revamping 
of recent years has really contributed to the homeless 
situation - but that’s another story. 


So my new friends would spent their days like this: 
up with the sun, repack their bedrolls and scavenge 
for butts as they made their way over to the 9-10 
club for breakfast (no bacon, eggs and toast here, 
just brothy soups, stale baked goods, watery coffee 
and the occasional piece of fruit). Then it was off to 
panhandle up a 6-pack, or at least a ‘wake-up’ (one 
or two cans of beer. I never knew you could buy 
singles....how nice that the LCB doesn’t discriminate 
against the thirsty poor!). Crew members would tuck 
themselves away, out of sight from ‘regular’ folks 
and the police and chug back their morning bevvys. 
Now they felt better and were ready to go to ‘work’ 
by standing at their favourite spot and bumming 
enough funds for a case of beer. Sometimes they’d 
work overtime to get enough money for a pack of 
tailor mades. And then off to the battleship to enjoy 
the bulk of their day at peace and out of view from 
everyone. 


Upon occasion, a little drinking was done downtown 
to which the cops would say: “Take it to the 
battleship, boys.” It was my joke-guy friend who 
painted the infamous words on that brick wall 

over 20 years ago: DRINKING HERE ONLY BY 
ORDER OF VICTORIA CITY POLICE (see pg.8 
of December’s Street Newz). This also made sense 
to me. If you don’t want the street people drinking 


downtown, provide them 
with a nearby spot where 
they can go. 





As the day wore on, 
some naps were taken, 
empties were collected 
to be used as a ‘starter’ 
for the next case and 
others headed over to 
the Upper Room for 
dinner. Afterwards, 
back to bumming up 
another round of drinks. 
As dysfunctional as this 
lifestyle and these people 
seemed to be, it was not 
really a social problem. 


Occasionally the cops 
would come to St. 
Ann’s. If the circles 
grew too big and noisy, 
folks at the B&B 
would complain about the public urination. We all 
thought that a better solution to harassing a group of 
homeless alcoholics peeing on trees would be for the 
city to provide a porta-potty. I was amongst the crew 
several times when the cops came. Booze would be 
dumped and we were told to disperse. No tickets. No 
violence. No problem. And no mess left behind. 


This crowd was all known to police In fact, 

The Apple Tree Gang had been written about in 
mainstream media for over a decade. For the most 
part, they were older, late thirties and up, not kids. 
Kids were not invited into these circles as nobody 
wanted to be fined for supplying to a minor. Many 
had been married, some had children and most had 
been employed in earlier years. But now they were 
simply hardcore alcoholics alienated from their 
families, unable to work and surviving day to day. 


They were a street family that helped each other 
and had integrity and rules. Like no kids and no 
junkies either. A little pot was sometimes present 
in these circles but cocaine and needle dope was 
frowned upon and known users who tried to join 
us were given the bum’s rush. Even the cops back 
then would differentiate between the pot smoking, 
middle-aged drunks and the youthful druggies 
leaving needles around. It was not the drunks 
breaking into cars or snatching purses for their next 
fix. 


During my 5 year stint with this group I met the 

odd youthful outsider who’d show up with a case or 
bottle of something and a friend or two. They were 
definitely not homeless or living the street life in any 
way, Just simply looking to party for a few days. As 
the years went by, more youthful faces appeared. We 
referred to them as ‘twinkies.’ They liked to drink 
and do drugs and live rule-free on the streets for the 
weekend, but come Monday they were back in their 
warm beds at home. 


There were others too. Young people travelling 
across the country, perhaps trying to find themselves 
or enjoying a freedom they knew they’d need to 
outgrow. Gradually the street environment and 
demographic changed. Most of the Apple Tree Gang 
have passed away, along with other crew. The actual 
tree (located on the east side of the Johnson St. 
bridge) has long been chopped down. 


St. Ann’s Academy, which had been vacant for 
years, underwent a massively expensive reno and 

is now a government office. The battleship area has 
been groomed with gravel trails throughout. It’s 
funny really... now that they’ ve kicked everybody 
off the property, they’ve built a dozen or so lovely 
benches and provided trash cans. We all had to sit on 
the ground and pack our trash out. 


Of the original crew, not many remain, although I 

do see some familiar, weathered faces about town 
and pass along a copy of Street Newz if I can. Many 
have left Victoria for cheaper housing up island. 
Some have ‘upgraded’ from regular welfare to 
‘disability’ and can now afford to live indoors (living 
on the streets DOES disable you!). A few have 
managed to quit drinking and become ‘regular’ folk. 


The street scene now is vastly different not only 
from my small window of experience (1993-1998), 
but from the 20 years prior to my arrival. Before 
there had just been a handful of panhandlers out 

at any time, always standing, making eye contact, 
being polite. Now groups of teens sit together 


For Linda: c. 1952 - Aug 03 


setting up house on the sidewalk with blankets, 
packs and dogs. With no battleship left to go to, they 
remain quite visible downtown. Many seem to have 
money for cigarettes, tattoos and piercings yet are 
apparently broke and destitute. I’m sure that some of 
these lost kids are escaping abusive parental or foster 
homes, but I feel some have chosen this lifestyle 
believing it to be cool and liberating. 


While there does remain a group of older, hardcore, 
alcoholic homeless, most of the street community 
today seem to be young, criminal and addicted to 
some horribly abrasive drugs, which brings me to 
the current situation of Victoria’s homeless. First 
and foremost, they are not a homogenous group. 
While many are strung out on addictive substances, 
some have chosen this rule-free, hedonistic, livin- 
off -the-grid lifestyle as a political statement against 
capitalism. I am fine with that choice. Good for them 
for having a socio-political conscience and being 
concerned about our over consumptive ways and 
the deterioration of our planet. If I had the money 
Gronically!), P’ d be living in a solar powered cabin 
outside the city trying to live as green and self- 
sufficient as possible. 


On the other hand, fighting for the right to live in 
the park for free may be complicating the issue and 
alienating public support. 


The mentally and physically ill (alcoholics and other 
drug addicts) need healthcare professionals. A 30 
day stint in a detox bed (if there is one available) is 
not enough. They need an extended support system. 
They need a place to call home and feel safe. And 
they need some structured, productive activity 

in their lives to provide meaning and a degree of 
financial independence. 


The rest of the homeless, those who are simply poor 
and not involved with drugs, alcohol or crime (likely 
a very small portion of the homeless population) also 
need an extended support system. Why aren’t they 
able to work? Do they need more training? How 
come they have no family to help? Every story is 
different.. 


Affordable housing is an obvious solution to 
homelessness, but these places should be cooperative 
in nature, not militant. I’m sure most of us would 
rather pitch a tent in the park than live with Nazis. 
On the other hand, without rules there is only 

chaos. Clearly, addicts and drunks need supervision. 
Restrictions on drug and alcohol use only makes 
sense for the betterment and safety of everyone. 
Distinguishing the differences between these groups 
is vital in providing the appropriate intervention and 
support. 


I do feel badly about the horrific conditions of 
homelessness and I believe our political leaders 
have shamefully failed many of our most vulnerable 
citizens. At the same time, however, I have difficulty 
feeling sympathetic towards those who condemn the 
‘system’ and yet demand that very system provide 
for them. 


Meeting the crew and being part of that circle taught 
me a lot about tolerance and survival. Good people 
can make bad choices, but it serves no one playing 
the blame game. With all we know about addiction, 
it’s difficult understanding why so many kids 

want to get involved with drugs and alcohol. Let’s 
address THAT problem effectively and maybe future 
generations won’t be living on the streets. 
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Mark asked me to share Marilyn Monroe’s (Norma Jean's) 
“Vegan Not Nog” recipe. It’s very yummy! 
In case it doesn’t print legibly: 


21 oz silken tofu (recipe calls for firm, but soft works) 
2 cups rice milk or soy milk (I suggest vanilla flavoured soy 
milk, almond milk is also good) 
2/3 cup light brown or turbinado sugar (organic, fair trade is best) 
1/4 tsp salt (I didn’t bother with this) 
1 cup cold water 
optional: 1 cup (more or less) rum or brandy 
(I recommend Cuban rum, sold at the gov't liquor stores) 


Put it all in a blender and pour it over ice cubes, or shaved ice, 
thank Norma and Mark who would say 


“Happy Birthday Baby Jesus!” 


Thanks for the Inspiration! 


I just wanted to say how much I enjoy your newspaper. I buy it from Ted and Bok. It’s so encouraging to see your 
vendors all over the place. Most of them I know by sight. 


I know from deep personal experience that homelessness is just another form of mental illness and it strikes me in 
my observations that not nearly enough is being done by the authorities to curb the mental illness on the streets. 

The EMI cuts them their cheques and just lets them flounder. In the good old days we had a space called Ace for 
consumer empowerment up by the dairy queen and it also strikes me that it is unfair we have a French language 
school of some size but nothing by way of a space where the mentally ill can go, play pool, use computers, and have 
coffee and donuts. 


I am also very upset about reports that I hear from individuals concerning the specific treatment handed out by the 
Victoria police and some of these stories about brutal arrests have shocked me to the core. I see an age when the 
average consumer has more rights and can protect his or her self against the draconian rigours of the dreaded mental 
health act. 


People act up when they are starving, confused, addicted and mistreated and it is high time that mental health 
addressed the source and not the problem. I would be interested in chairing a forum about the need for a drop in 
centre for the mentally ill and am going to work towards such a goal in my private life and public actions. 


Again, thanks for the inspiration and keep up the good work. 
J. David Burke, Victoria 


As we go to print ... 


The good news -- Street Newz will live another year!! After a huge time investment, 
creating a business plan and writing a grant and then waiting, waiting, waiting, I received a 
phone call from The Cooperators who say the cheque’s in the mail. A big thanks to them, 
also to the Hospital Employees Union and Innovative Communities and everyone else who 
pulled us through the wait, especially James Rowe who contacted the unions. It’s truly 
inspiring to realize that, even in these tough economic times, our friends - old and new 

- pull together to keep us alive. (Our first deficit, reported on pg 12, isn’t one really, if the 
cheque’s really on its way). 


The bad news -- It seems Street Newz’ plans to transform into a creative artistic 
publication, after poverty is ended, will not happen anytime soon. Peaceful Kristen, who 
thinks so clearly and writes so eloquently (see pg 3), has not had a response from her 
many attempts to meet with Mayor Dean Fortin (though no doubt he would have granted 
this request pre-election), and her requests to meet with police have resulted in her arrest 
December 9th (see Pete Rockwell’s photo, below). 


Are those handcuffs really necessary?) Rumour has it she’Il be in court Dec 31st, 9:30 am, 
room 203 and I know for sure she’d appreciate your supportive presence there. 


Merry Happy Jolly .... whatever. 
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On The Edge 


You CAN Z predict tAe eimpredictabls e 
Nor expect t/Ae unexpected 


Boredom iS an old rattle ChGP caught tn aru al Ong 
t Are edge of a smooth road. 


Time iS a roller coaster which SCreqnns throtigh the Present 
/ike Q resolute banshee bandaged trom Past events 
armottred aganst Future damage. 


Fill Yottr lungs wIt/) burning acid tinged oxygen 
Yol. d yor breat A until the last Pos sible nano-1nstant 
Then shout to ngh ewen 
to use discrete force 
and gent! e hope 


Zo Slow Yottr 


Aeadl ong 


INO 
t Ae 
GIES 


Chuck Sigpitind 


Bylaws in History 


From its inception in 1890, the 
Parks Bylaw clearly outlined 
those to whom the public 
belonged — and who belonged in 
the public — and those to whom it 
did not. The 1890 by-law stated 
that, 


“It shall be lawful for any 
police officer, constable, 
caretaker or other person 
duly authorized by the 
mayor or any alderman of 
the city, to exclude from 
the said public squares, 
parks and grounds all 
drunken or filthy persons, 
vagrants and notorious 

bad characters and to 
remove therefrom any 
person who ... is committing 
any nuisance or who Js 
gu of any disorderly 


conduct therein.” 


Lisa Helps, Victoria 
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Jim Butler and Larry 
Gagnon rebuild and 
redistribute internet 
capable computers. 


Work should lift you 
out of poverty, 
not keep you there. 


Free indefinite loan 
to low or no 
income 
people. 


i: 


For more info 
call Jim at 474-3446 


www.heu.org 
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an artist run gallery 






















This is what you shall do: Love the earth and 
sun and the animals, despise riches, give alms to 
everyone that asks, stand up for the stupid and 
crazy, devote your income and labor to others, 
hate tyrants, argue not concerning God, have pa- 
tience and indulgence toward the people, take off 
your hat to nothing known or unknown or to any 
man or number of men, go freely with powerful 

= uneducated persons and with the young and with 

the mothers of families, read these leaves in the 

Old E agle E yes open air every season of every year of your life, re- 
examine all you have been told at school or church 


Ji ewelry and Design orin any book, dismiss whatever insults your own 
oldeagleeyes.com soul, and your very flesh shall be a great poem and 
have the richest fluency not only in its words but in 


indré Motuz - Métis Artist and Designer the silent lines of its lips and face and between the 
lashes of your eyes and in every motion and joint 


of your body. 


Phone: ( 250) 220-7983 Sent from Kristen, scribed by Walt Whitman 
E-Mail: oldeagleeyesjewelry2001 @yahoo.com 


1311 Gladstone Ave. 


Our Office is Open to Serve You 


Community Ofc Street Newz subscription 
ae apr : icteria delivery person, Nancy, 


P (250) 952-4566 and her buddy ‘Slick love 
Care) ain esir ‘fA 


RE OIC NON their Tony’s trailer! 
Carole James, MLA 


Victoria - Beacon Hill 


Denise Savoie 

Member of Parliament for Victoria 

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 

970 Blanshard Street 

Victoria, BC VEW 2H3 

TELEPHONE: 363-3600 

E-MAIL: Savoie.d@parl.ge.ca contact tony at: 

a eee tonystrailers.com 
(250) 743-9919 


(ask about sponsoring a trailer 
for a homeless person... 


547 Johnson Street 


422 Crai aigflower Road 
nolo 
HEMP & COMPANY www hempandeompany.com 


Your source for quality hemp clothing, 
andf ky fomera thinkin 3 P 


MHA ANT TETAI 


oe we 
Th F " 


574b Johnson Street 
385-7443 
www. shiftfashion.ca 


Healing BeartH 


Victoria BC 250-920-8351 
medicalherbalist@yahoo.ca 
askaherbalist.ca 





Rob Fleming, MLA 


| Victoria - Hillside 


1020 Hillside Avenue 
250 360.2023 
rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca 


Guitar or Harmonica 
Lessons 


with Professional Singer 
Songwriter, Recording Artist 


LEE HAMER 


Ages 12 years and up. All Levels. Individual 
one-to-one lessons, (no groups) 


$30.00 per hour, All Music Provided.. 


email: chuckmonroel23@yahoo.ca 


Holistic 
Dentistry | 

For the } 
Sensitive 

Patient 


DK DEANNA GEDI0 DDS 


*4.04-649 Fort St. 
250-339-0669 


CASCADIA MASSAGE THERAPY 


Www.cascadiamassagetherapy.com 


1857 Fairburn Drive 


DAVID BAROFE RMT Victoria, BC VSN 1P8 


(250) 472-2016 


Victoria 


x kek k NEW Se Xe Xe Ke 


Electronic 
Subscriptions! 


Live out of town? 
Want to read the Newz online? 


Last month and older 
archives are free, 
at relativenewz.ca, 
but if you want to 

stay current, 

go for a $20 annual 

subscription! 


The SNZ Books 


Street Newz Revenue 


Paper Sales (from vendors) 562.50 
Donations 245.00 
Gifts (incl in-kind) 200.00 
Advertising 187.50 
Subscriptions 75.00 
Bread & Roses Donation to SNZ 700.00 
Total Street Newz Revenue 1970.00 
Street Newz Expenses 

Salaries 700.00 
Paper & Printing Costs 582.75 
Office expenses/website 16.00 


Sep 


Postage 71.60 
Total Street Newz Expenses 1370.35 
Street Newz 599.65 


Bread & Roses Revenue 
Grants 0.00 
Total Bread & Roses Revenue 0.00 
Bread & Roses Expenses 


Bus Tickets (2 for 1) 40.50 
Street Newz Donation 700.00 


Total Bread & Roses Expenses 740.50 
Bread & Roses -740.50 
Consolidated Total (SNZ +B&R) -140.85 
Bread & Roses Bank Balance 82.83 


Street Newz 


Vendors pay 50 cents for 


each Street Newz 
(to pay the printer); 


whatever you give them 
is theirs to keep. 


There’s one salaried 
Coordinator who 
produces the Newz. 
No overhead, no 
extraneous expenses. 


Oct 


626.00 
176.00 
300.00 
0.00 
0.00 
400.00 


1502.00 


400.00 
582.75 
16.00 
13.43 


1072.18 
429.82 


0.00 
0.00 


40.50 
400.00 


440.50 
-440.50 
-10.68 
3.84 


Nov 


501.50 
200.00 
300.00 
400.00 
245.00 
700.00 


2346.50 


700.00 
565.95 
16.00 
52.88 


1334.83 
1011.67 


0.00 
0.00 


40.50 
700.00 


740.50 
-740.50 
271.17 
58.34 


0.00 


40.50 
800.00 


840.50 

-840.50 
-138.86 
-417.62 


Everyone at Street Newz would like to extend a heart 





felt THANK YOU to all of you and wish you a very 
Merry, Happy, Joyous Holiday Season !! 









farl jaial 


Subseriptions i are fun for you or a friend ! 
Subscription Rates (12 issues/year): 


Electronic Regular Low Income American Int’! 


| ‘20 935 ‘20 $40 $50 
I Volume Subscriptions - for your clients/customers/office: 
i 5 copies/mth 10 copies/mth 20 copies/mth 

$175/yr *300/yr 2600/yr 
Just a Donation 


h 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

j °10 $25 250 975 7100 $200 other [ 

j Name: 
Address: 

| 

City: 

l Province/State: Postal/Zip: l 

I Phone/email: [ 

| 


| Please return to Victoria Street Newz 
1027 Pandora Ave, Vic BC, V8V 3P6 Thanks! 
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